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THE ASSASSIN'S STATEMENT

Sasoneff Had no Personal Grievance Against

the Doomed Minister. Von Plehve

An Instrument Only for Punishing the Crimes of the Cruel
Representative of the Autocracy The Murder Only a
Forward Step in the Advance of the New System
Against the Old One Tottering Under a Blow Received
Forty Years Ago.

St. Petersburg. March 1. (Corres-
pondence of the Associated Press.);
Before" Sasoneff, the assassin of .Mini-
ster of the Interior on Plehve. was
brought to trial he composed a lengthy
statement which he intended to pro-se- nt

to the judges as a justification of
his act. His lawyer at the time in-

formed the Associated Press that the
document alone proved that Sasoneff
M as not only a man of superior' Intel-
lect, but a deep thinker. Owing: to
the limited time allowed at the trial
Sasoneff .was un3ble to read the doc-
ument to the judges, being obliged to
content himself with a brief oral state
merit. The document which, however,
was made part of the-- record in the
case, has now fallen in the hands of
the Associated Press and aside from its
remarkable character' proves especially
interesting at this time as it sets forth
the views and aims of the fighting or-
ganization oX .the social .revolutionary
party which has just brought about
the death of the Grand Duke Sergius.
It shows clearly that acts of terror
committed by the fighting organization
are in the execution of sentences pass-
ed upon officials and others held res-
ponsible for fighting with cruel re-

pression the peaceful . propaganda of
the larger iarty . The acts for which
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Mr. Plehve was condemned are. glVon
in detail. I!ut perhaps' the most ng

portion of the statement is
the pathetic personal biography of
Sasoneff and the analysis of the men-
tal process by which he gradually grew
interested in political actions beeom- -

fing an advocate of socialism and later
being driven by sufferings in qxile in-
to the ranks of the terrorists by whom
he was chosen to kill von Plehve.

THE DEFENSE.
Sasoneff's statement follows:
"I am accused of playing an active

role in the lighting section of the so-
cial democrats, which it is said has
its aim to overthrow the present form

f government and the established laws
'fcof Russia. and the existing social con- -

oiLions of Russia.
"I am accused of using explosives

for murdering officials of the state, and
"I am accused of having killed the

minister of the interior, von Plehve, to
attain the ends of the social democrats.

"To these accusations I can answer.
"Yes, I was a member of the social

revolutionists and had the honor of
being a member of the fighting section
of the social democrats, and by the
latter's orders I killed Plehve. I do
not consider either the society or my-
self guilty of the intentions of which
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we are accused viz., to by fjree attempt
the overthrow of the existing forms o?
government and . the soJal condition
of the country. The society has no
such large aims as to overthrow the
form of autocratic government in Rus-sl- a.

"First of all I must state that one
cannot say that the "fighting section"
in a "secret, society" in the usual sense
of the word. The "fighting organiza-
tion is not a separate body, but only
a part of the big party of social rev-
olutionists, and the "fighting organi-
zation" follows out strictly the orders
of the larger society. Therefore it is
not possible to talk about the fighting
organization alone, but one must also
include the party of social revolution-
ists.

THE TERRORISTS' WORK..
"I cannot say that it is by means of

the activity of the fighting organization
that the social revolutionists wish to
do away with the autocratic form of
government or even the present social
condition of Russia, nor Is it iy means
of terroristic acts that they intend to
gain their ends, but there Is one thing
whic h the party meets by terrorist s

carried out . by members of the
"fighting organisation" and that is to
answer by armed attack those acts of
the government where the lives and
honor of Russian citizens are not
spared, not to speak of the life and
honor of the Russian revolutionists.

"We are not a party of force. Our j

party is in principle against all forms
of force and attaining their aims by
force. The ideal? of the party, as are
also the means by which they agitate
for their ideals, are all of peaceful
character. How much the ideals of the
social revolutionists are peaceful is
shown from the fact that the govern-
ment laws do not forbid the entry into
the country of many books of a social-
istic nature. It is not we who agitate
amongst the various classes of society.

SPONTANEOUS AGITATION.
The a'tation arises without our help.
It is not we who made the classes,
and they are not "one whole" and with
one interest. As many as there are in
society dili'erent groups of inlialtants
with different means of existence, so
many are there different interests
which are in no way mutual. The
peasants and workmen have one in-

terest, the labor t employers and land
owners have others. We social 'demo-
crats support the interests of the work-
ing classer. It is our task to try to
learn the needs of the people, and also
to learn how they can be fulfilled.
We socialists find that in society there
ought not to exist any exploitation 011

one part of the population by the other,
and that all the means of production,
such as workshops, factories and the
land, ought not to belong to individuals,
but to society at large and should al --

ways "ue under the control and man-
agement of the people. Huch is our
final ideal which means peace on the
face of the earth and for the peoples
thereof. .Ml the rest of our tasks are
in strict accordance with this Ideal. It
is our leading star."

aasoueu proceeos wun a uescripiion
of the growth of the organization and
the weakening of the autocracy from
Its mortal wound of foity years ago
when Alexander abolished serfdom.
The government hotever trembling in
apprehension of the result of that fur-wa- rd

move, retraced ita' steps and the
Titanic war was begun. In earnest.
Sa:ioi:eff continues.
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the monarchic regime was mortally
wounded forty years ago the nation
has grown Intellectually. It already
has wants, and 13 able to think and
govern its own destinies. The members
of the arty of "free will" dreamed of
presenting the nation with free insti-
tutions as a present obtained from the
government in sl.igle combat. We have
no such broad alms. We are much
more- - modest. The system is already
falling under the pressure of national
needs which it now ceases to satisfy,
and under the pressure of national dis-
content with it. The nation has prob-
lems and demands. If we followed the

of the members of the "free
will" and if we have taken to arms it
Is only because representatives of a
government which is dying out have
taken charge of thye autocratic power
and have gone quite out of the bounds
of humanity with their with
us revolutionists and the dissatisfied
people. We are treated like hunted
and beaten animals. For this reason
we have bared our teeth and taken to
arms.

"And so- against the terror of the
officials who have lost their heads In
their actions. DeathTor death, wounds
for wounds and dishonor for dishonor.

"A revolutionary tribunal for the sts

who are not answerable be-

fore the law and the nation.
"Consequently I state that when

throwing the bomb at Mr .Plehve I
did not think that it would fall on the
existing form of government in Russia.
I threw the bomb at mm as a certain
an his capacity as a Russian minister
(there are still many of them left) but
I threw the bomb at hi maa a certain
person who in a certain way filled the
position of minister of interior. Mr.
Plehve in righting against national dis-
content had recourse to force. Hz
committed the gravest of crimes.

INDICTMENT OF VON PLEHVE.
1st. i'lehve gave up to execution,

imprisoned in the fortress and sub-
jected our comrades to all kinds of
tortures and punishments. He forced
us to rise against him as the persecutor
and murderer of the people. Ualmashev
r.nd Heketch were placed on the scaf-
fold. Oershuni and Femkina were
buried In Klusselberg fortress. Such
facts we social revolutionists cannot
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and subjected landowners, not seeing expecting
help from anywhere, tried obtain
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national needs. In man-
ner he them stone Instead of
bread. manner he deprived
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"6th, allowed
massa.crfethrfishlneff Jews in
presencev?&the$iHce; Jews,
women chiWtren beaten
killed. Women insulted.property of Jews destroy-
ed plundered. Of Piehve's

in wilful massacre
foreign press Russian

press clearly made
Further mention this madedescription of circumstances
preceded which

decent
of Russian press. How can we
trust information Hven gov-
ernment? What right have, we to" be-
lieve either servile remarks

Official Whathae we believe either or
servile remarks of anti-se-mit- lc

newspapers, when attemptexempt Plehve from
crime,. and attempt to all

drunken van-
dals people's hatred ofJews? Such articles do admittrust.

"During Piehve's time freedomspeech protection given toonly papers
papers hated Jewishpeople, during space of

time tried make Jews Russiansenemies tried to make common
hate Jews, Poles Finns.Jewish press protest

was. always persecuted in Russia
could hardly breathe.

mitted tne massacre in
interests of the same policy which
had followed in other parts of the
country. He much as he
to weaken power of revolu-
tionists in order to frighten the Jewish
malcontents.

is known for' that
Kishineff massacre Vas

all Russia, Jews of
towns fearing the

of governors
received answer they

would treated in the same way if
they not Quiet. .

THE COUNT.
Plehve put down'ail attempts

to work legally for people. The
press was suppressed
tlie yoke of Zemstvos

disbanded. The
of who represent-

ed the government of people,
not allowed to speak. held all
Russia down on plea of "safe-
guard." covered Russia net-
work of gendarmerie and multiplied
the and secret so in

infected atmosphere
to
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blood is flowing water
llower of land are perlah-In- g,

its healthy
are dying people's mon-
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Plehve he'gagged the
press Russian social opinion
did not allow them to about

!n to prevent
THE PLEHVE.

"All was in dur-
ing years of
of Plehve. these crimes were

P!ehve himself or bi- -

agents, for that the party of so-
cial revolutionists found necessary
to remove Plehye order save Rus-
sia from his future crimes, and in or-
der to how thnt such crimes
against people

unpunished. That Is why
party of social called its

organization and
to sentence of death on Plehve
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of social revolutionists.
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with the feeling of deeuest trratitude

eight coffins in the streets, an unlimit- -
ct number of wounded and two filoa
of soldiers. I remember the awful
hecatomb of inhabitant hnt ,w--
near me and wht were victims of the
interior 'policy' of Plehve.

Tuc acaccikoo i i -r- -
"Xow I would with your permission

like to relate how I, a man by per-
sonal character and by my( birth des-
tined for a peaceful and contented

family life, was converted into a rev--
0,utionist. and gladly undertook i.tli

at rn,, v,t,

entirely under the influence of my fam- -

which came into our minds. Xot

erS openly jeered at the Jews and
Poles. It was not the fault of the Rus- -'slan teachers, they were used to read-
ing the lies which the government told
them, and It was contrary to their own
Ideas and perhaps to former traditons.
AN INTELLECTUAL REVOLUTION.
And so I was a total stranger to any
'general wants,' and without any form-
ed ideas of the- - existing laws of Rus-
sia. If I had any sort of. humanita-
rian opinions, to these I am wholly
Indebted to Russian literature, and
school has nothing to do with them. I
went to Moscow university yearning
for knowledge with the Idea of pass-
ing several faculties, so that in the
end I could be fcemskie doctor, a doc-
tor absolutely for the poor. I was
compelled to offend my father serious-
ly because I would not follow his ad-
vice and enter some special high school
in order to make a brilliant career as
an engineer. The word 'career was
hateful to me. The knowledge .which
I got in the university and in the
public library made a total revolution
In my mind. A few months changed
my former ideas. Rut this was only
an intellectual revolution. My first
year in the university I read the 'Vied-omos- ti'

arid the "Svet." I never thought
of revolution Vnd If I did know some-
thing about it. It was only what occa-
sionally appeared in the papers. I took
no interest In ilt and' found the idea
to be not a c6rrect bne. In the
year 1899, when the students
were demonstrating, I was absent from
such demonstrations.! What the stud-
ents wanted I could not really under-
stand. To their meetings I did not go
and only from, pure friendly feeling

rl refused to take the examination for
the second" .standard. I was a man
more or less of independent means' and
I wa3 ashamed to leave my friends
on the first standard who were involved
in the demonstration. Only during my
second year at the university I happen- -'

ed to coma quite accidentally across,
questions of social character, thanks to
reading books of political economy and

Continued on page 3.

A CRESCENT CRY FOR PEACE

Members of the Czars Ministry Think the

Time Has' Come

They Urge that if Reasonable Overtures Rejected
Japan the Sympathy of the World Which Has
Attached to the-Islan- d Empire Will Turn to Russia
and the Czar's Own Subject? Will Be Filled With a
Spirit of Loyalty:

St. Petersburg. March :M. While
Emperor Nicholas whose word u final,,
has still declined to abandon the prose-
cution of the war, and the government
maintains Its ability to continue the
conflict, the Associated Press lr In a
position to state thal powerful influ-
ences, including several of the empci-or'- s

own ministers are now strongly
urging that the time lias corns to indi-
cate to Japan, Russia's desire, ."or peace
upon a reasonable basis.

Should Japan then attempt io im-
pose too onerous conditions. thes in-
fluences argue .that, in view of the
universal wish to see the bloody con-
flict ended, Russia's position will be
strengthened abroad by the alienaiion
of sympathy from Japan and the sit-
uation at home would be Improved
when the nation is made to understand
that the emperor's pacific proposals
have been met with impossible ternu.

One of the ernperOr's ministers in a
conversation with the Associated I'rtss
said: "We have suffered bitter de
feats on land and sea. We can, how-
ever still continue the war but bih !

countries have suffered great losses in j

blood and treasure, and it would orly !

profit the rivals of both were to j

fight until one or the other Is exhaust-
ed."

EVIL TIMES HAVE COME.'

The Result of the War a Punishment
of a Sinful Nation.

St. Petersburg. March 20 The Met-
ropolitan Antonus has issued a re-

markable pastoral address arraigning
the Russia of today lor vanity, frivol-
ity, dissipation and Impiety the just
punishment of which 13 in the humilia-
tion of a nation, and preaching

and the fear of God.
"It Is not the first time," the Pastoral

says, "That on Holy Russia has fallen
dire misfortune; but then Russia v.a.i
wholly a different country,- - strong in :

love of the holy religion, impregnable
in devotion to the emperor, and the
fatherland. Xow, while carrying on a
great war, instead of congregating in
a spirit of high, self-denyi- ng patriot-
ism, internal dissention reigns in the
land. Everything is overthrown, .science '

is neglected and what is holy is
trampled upon." . -

THE LOSS OF THE COLORS

Presented by a Czar a Half of a Cen-
tury Ago.

General Kuroki's headquarters In the
Field, March 18. via Fusan. General
Kuroki's army continues" to lead the"
Japanese forces, which have now been
engaged for nine days in a hard pur-
suit in which they have covered a dis-
tance of more than 95 miles, with fre-- .
quent fighting. The weather in the
mountains is very cold, with frequent
hard storms. A brigade in advance oc-
cupied Tie Pass on Wednesday night
after a brief engagement.

The Russian retreat became more
disorganized daily after the storm. Dur-
ing the first day the Russians burled
their dead but since' then they have
left the dead wherever they fell. On
Tuesday the Russians made an attempt
at resistance in the entrenchments
nprth of the Hun river but abandoned
them after they had - been shelled for
two hours.

Kuroki's army captured the colors
of the Fifth regiment of rifles. The
colors were presented to the regiment
by the emperor in 1853. Most of the
captured organizations succeeded in
burning their standards, before sur-
rendering. It is reported that during
Kuropatkin's resistance at the lower
hill on the first day of the fighting he
was slightly wounded by arii 11 Inch
shell which fell near him.

RUSSIANS MAKE NO STOPS.

The Northern Procession Does Not
Even Hesitate.

With Japanese Left Armies in the
Field. March Is, 2 p. m.. via. Fusan.
March 19. The Russian army contin-
ues its northward retreat, the Japanese
following. The Japanese occupied
Fakomen, to the northwest of Tie Pass.
Yesterday , evening "Ryssian cavalry
camped three miles south of Kaiyun.
Large Russian columns are retreating
towards that place, from the south-
west. Natives report that they are not
stopping there, where the hills make a
defense possible. If the retreat is forced
is will probably be continued to Har-
bin. The Russians are reported to be
badly disorganized. .. .

THE STRIKERS' INNINGS.

Russian Workmen Take' Revenge on
Those Who Wouldn't Join.

Warsaw. Mauch 19. Xow that most
of the strikes are ended workmen are
beginning to carry out threats of re-
venge on their fellows that refused to
quit work with them. On Saturday
a foreman who had refused to join the
strikers was fatally stabbed and today
workmen who had refused to walk out
were shot and severely wounded. The

are by

authorities fear the.o Incident . ar
only the beginning of a series if uUoutrages. "

CHECK TO THE AMERICANS.

Meaning of Porta Rico's Actions on
Coat-o- f - Arms.

. Washington, March 13. The adop-
tion of the old Spanish coat -- of-a nr. a oy
the Porto R.'can government to ttk
the place of the new emblem. whi.--Ii

is a combination of certain featurv f
the old Spanish toat-nf-ar- and .hat
of the L'nlted States which has beei in
use in Porto Rico for six yearsL liii
caused much surprise in official clri
here.

Coming as it does with the announce-
ment by the new Porto Riean delegate
that he Is in favor of home rule, wii
his predecessor was in fav.r f havn?
all Porto Ricuns become .Ym?ricar cit-
izens, considerable apprehension h.tn
been aroused that the Amr-- ai-.w i uf
the island is receiving a .-k.

The old Spanish coat-of-a- ulrih
has been recently adopt.M i J 'cn ..
the one designed by this govern.
has as conspicuous feature tiie ;oi'U.l- -

of i Ferdinand and Isabella,-- a ..i tsh
crown, the lamb of St. John, lie
and a bit of sea. The 'and an 1 m i
features were retained in ;he new ti:i-ble- ni.

HE HAD REVELATION'S

President Smith Corrects His Testi-
mony Before Senate Committee.

Salt Lake City. March 19. Joseph F.
Smith president of the Mormon chur.--
today in a public addresa la the taber-
nacle modified and explained his state-
ment made In the senate investijjitir.
committee at Washington to the
that he had received no revelation
from God. In his address today Mr.

.SmUh. Is quoted as saying" with refer-
ence to revelations: "In Washington I
refused to say what my inquisitor
wanted me to say in order to gtt me
into a trap, that is to say God had iv-e- n

me a revelation on some new law
or precept which had been include.!
and written in the law of the ckuroh.
Did you ever hear me deny that I have
been guided by God? When I was firs:
baptized as a child God revealed t
me that I had done that which he ap-
proved of.

"God also revealed to me that J.weph
Smith was a prophet of God. rais.M up
by power Almighty. He revealed t- -

me. in terms incontrovertible that
Brigham Young succeeded lawfully
the presidency of the church by th.
will of the Almighty. He reveal-- d to
me that John Taylor was the divbi-succes- sor

of Brigham Young, that Wll-for- d

Woodruff was the divjne sucrcwr
of John Taylor, that Lorenzo Simr
was the divine successor of, Wllfor.l
Woodruff. I leave it to ,yu to say
whether it Is right and lawful for me
to be in this position." '

PEASANT REVOLUTION

In Southern Russia It Amounts to a
Reign ef Terror.

St. Petersburg. March 20. Z:SZ a.
m.) Peasant disorders are groains
rapidly, in the black soil belt and other
districts of southern Russia. The pro-
vincial journals bring alarming reirt.-t- .

showing that an actual reign of terror
already exists in some district. Not
only are estates plundered and build-
ings burned, but landlords are brutal-
ly murdered. In some places armel
Moujiks' have taken to the forests an.t
actual 'battles have occurred betweVu
them and the estate guardians.

Millions of copies of two document
called "The Golden Scroll" and "Di-
vision of the Lands," have been circu-
lated by agitators. Roth tell the peas-
ants' that the emperor has decreed i
division of the land: Provincial news-
papers are urgently demanding that
the government take energetic meas-
ures to check the movement before It
is too late.

AMALGAMATED COPPER REPORT.

It Will Show Cash on Hand of From
$25,000,000 to $30,000,000,

New York, March 19. In connection
with the advance in Amalgajuate.l
Copper yesterday a news bureau pub
Ished an estimate of the conditions ti
be shown by the forthcoming report,
which,- in a general way. placed the
cash on hand from $2j.tt0.0't to $3.-000,0- 00,

and in addition quick assets of
from C5 to 75 per cent of the pare
value of the stock. It is said that th-
manner in which the report wll be
sued has not been determined, but that
it will have the otticial sanction of th;
directors.


